ERECTION   OF   A   FOllT  AT  SOCO.                                         157

to return to Soco.    This they gladly did, with many ex-    CHAP.
pressions of gratitude to da Cunha for liberating  them ^^^^
from the thraldom of the Moors.                                             AgIX

' Great quantities of stone and mortar having been 1507.
collected, da Cunha next set to work to build a fortress,
which was finished in a very short time, and when it was
completed he named it "S. Michael," and appointed Dom
Affonso de Noronha to the command of it. As the time for
his departure for India was now drawing near, da Cunha
handed over to Affonso de Albuquerque six ships, with men,
supplies, artillery, and all other necessaries for the protec-
tion of those parts, and with instructions to provide the
fortress with all it might require. Tristao da Cunha then
sailed to India with four ships on 10th August, 1507, and
having taken in cargoes there he returned to Portugal.

Affonso de Albuquerque first turned his attention to
the internal administration of the island. He divided
the palm-groves which the Moors had there amongst the

^native Christians, and those which had belonged to the
mosque he now gave to the churches. Having done this,
he sailed on the 10th of August, 1507, accompanied by
Francisco de Tavora, of the " Key Grande," Joao da Nova,
Manoel Telles Barreto, Affonso Lopes da Costa, of the
" Taforea," and Antonio do Campo. Affonso de Albu-
querque had, no doubt, at once perceived the uselessness
of Socotra for the purpose intended, and was well aware
that his flotilla was too small for him to attempt the cap-
ture of Aden. He therefore thought fit, after the depar-
ture of Tristao da Cunha, to deviate somewhat from his
instructions, and sailed away to the north-east, intent upon
the capture of Ormuz, then the chief emporium of com-

^taerce in the Persian Gulf, and which, by giving him the
entire command of the Persian Gulf route, would be of
greater service to his King than the temporary blockade of
the Bed Sea, and the bombardment of Jedda. The fleet
accordingly left Soco on the 10th of August, and passed
the Curia Muria Islands on the 14th, where they had a